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THE 
PREFACE 


TOTHE 


READER. 
; all o+ 
ther DoCtrines, 
this of Provi- 
dence ( though” 


it do properly belong 
to Natural Theology, 
yet) is of as Uni- 

A4 verſal- 


PE IE 


————_———.. 


To the Reader. ba: 


"I 
_— 


verſal concernment both 
For. knowledg and pra- 


GFice, as any other 


point, in Chriftian Di- 


vinity. ; 

The ...very -.. Heathen 
have athnowledged, not 
only a Univerſal pro» 
vidence of God, "which 
puts the general kinds 
of things into a regu- 
lar way of working 5 
But his particular Pro- 
vidence likewiſe, which 
takes care of Indivi- 
dual Perſons and AGi- 
ons. Why. elſe do all 
Religions oblige men to 
pray. unto Him \, © and 
to expe® His ſpecial 
aſſiſt awce , in every kind 
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pw To the Reader. 


of want or neceſſity 2 
But mow, though 
this. common Principle 
be ſo univerſally ac- 
hnowledged in the No- 
tion of zt, yet-men are 
generally very negligent 
in the practical appli- 
cation of it to parti- 
cular times and condi- 
tions; and ſo loſe that: 
comfort and ſatisfa@i- 
on that may be reaped 
from it, _. 
Tt is the. chief. aint” 
and. buſineſs of thi 
Diſcourſe ,\ To. convince 
and. quicken men_ unto - 
this duty, as being by- 
o much the more ;ſea- 


fonable for theſe times, 
' > by; 


To the Reader. 


by how much the pre- 
ent troubles and con- 
fuſtons do now call upon 
#s for it. 

It carmot but occa- 
flon ſome ſuggeſtions of 
| Diffidence and Infide- 
lity, to conſider thoſe 
many ſtrange revolnti- 
ons and changes in 
the world, which in 
outward appearance ſeem 
fo full of diſorder and 
wild contingencies, And 
therefore it mmnſt needs 
be of ſpecial —_ 
for a wan to have bis 
heart ftabliſhed in the 
knowledg and belief of 
this iruth here inſiſted 


#por, 


Is 


— ; 


To the Reader, 


In all Ages of theP@t'73.: 
world men have been 
much ſtartled in their 
judgments by that une- 
qual diſpenſation which - 


ſeems ito be in theſe 


outward things, That ca, 9.2. 
one event ſhould beto Ch.s. 15. 
the righteous -and the 
wicked. . Nay, That a Ch. 8.14... 
juſt man ſhould perith 
in his' righteouſneſs, 
and the wicked ſhould 
proſper in his wicked- 
neſs. That-on the fide Ch, 4.v-1- 
of the Oppreſlor there 
ſhould be might, and 
the oppreſſed - ſhould 
have none to comfort 
them: This hath ſome- 
times ſo - amazed - and 
perplexed. 


To the Reader. 
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|  - perplexed the "thoughts 
[| MM confaerige. men, thit 
| whiljt they looked barely | 
"wpox events, they" could 
not tel/* how to 'extri- 
"cate Themſelves "from - 
theſe difficulties; whieh 
occaſioned that ſpeech of 
Ch.7.v.7: Solomon , Surely op- 
preſlion makes a wife 
man mad; that js, puts 
him” to his' wItr end, 
tranſports him with wild 
imaginations, whilſt 
he knows tot readily 
what to anſwer in de- 


| Fence of fuch proceed- 


zngT. 
os But now he that ſhall 
_ ſeriouſly conſider how 


, "ny ivng i managed 
by 
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—————_———_, 


_ by an Atl ſeeing Provi- 
. dence, which is exatly 
et fr+ and infinitely * 
' wiſe, ſuch a man will be © 
eaſily ſatisfied, that"in 
a Leek care admi- 

oy trations ( nr ſeems 
unto ww ſo Fu of ca+ 
fual;” negligent, promiſ- 
cnom events ) there is'an 
admirable *("PWough wn- 
Jeatenable ) Fontrivance. 
' As for "the" Pparticu- 
lar deſign \which” Provi- 
dence. may aittf" at; ite 
ſome diſpenſations this 
doth not alwayi fat 


"under our reach; It is Pro.25/2; 


the glory*of God, to 
'conceal 'a"matter. And 
many of - his" works are 
% 3s 3 4 ſo: 


To the Reader. 
ſo ordered, that though 
a man labour to ſeek | 
Eccleſ. 8. them out ; yet he ſhall- 
7-7: not find them. Tea fur- 
ther, Though a wiſe. 
man think to know 
them, yet ſhall he not 
be able to find them. ' 
And therefore, where- 
we cannot  nnderſiand 
his ways, it is there 
our duty, with ax hun- 
ble reverence to belieVz-. 
and. adwjre the wiſdom - | 
of them 
How would this-( if 
rightly . conſidered and. 
applied ) ſilence all thoſe 
unſeemly murmurings 
and complaints of men - 
in theſe times? Re* 
member - 


- 


P— I—_—_ 
—— 


To the Reader. 


member, there is nothing 
befalls us but what the 3&5 4.28 
counſel of God had 
before determined to 
be done. And be can 
order things for the beſt, 
as well when they croſs 
our deſires, as when they 
comply with them. 
And therefore when, , 
you ſee the violent 
perverting of judg- 
ment and juſtice 1n a 
province, marvel not 
at the matter. That is, 
Be not tranſported with 
wonder, or impatience, 
or unbelief, as if the 
Providence of God were 
_ regardleſs or negligent © 
For he that 1s higher 
then. 


—_ 


To the Reader. 
then the- higheſt re- 
pardeth. Though they 

- that have the higheſt 
power amongſt. men may 
be ſo far from remedy- 
ing, that they rather 
encourage ſuch diſor- 
ders; yet-God hath -4 
ftri& watchful eye upon 
them. And though men 
may be apt to ſecure 
themſelves in ſuch pro- 
ceedings, | by the great- 
xeſs of their own 
ſtrength, as if. there 
were nothing above them; 
get there: are - higher 

Ch, 3. 17.then they. And there 
1s.a time', when, God 
will judg both the righ- 

teous and: the wicked. 

1-1 Les. 
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'To the Readexr.. T 


| Let ws 'be cartful of ot ig 
our own any, fo feooe. OY 
Providence in the uſual «< 
means, ard: leave the 
diſpoſal of events to Hint, 
It ſhould-be every mans 
chief * buſimeſt © 19: clear 
'up- the © evidences-' of 
"hos wee title an 
"ela 11, F.DOQ8S-£ 
Gorernput. Df" the- 
World's and this will 
be the ſureſt means to 
ſet us abowe the fear or 
hurt of all outward 
changes. oy 

 We-- ſee with what 
:artifice. and compliance 
* men will inſinuate them 
ſelves. into the - afſeGion S 
of thoſe who (+ accor- 

ding 


* 
We. we 
ol — 


To the Reader. 


ding to ſeveral revolu- 
tions ) are advanced 
into the places of power. 
Of how much greater 
advantage wonld it be, 
to get an intereſt in his 
favour who doth and 
ſhall always rule over 
the ſons of meu, haviug 
all times art bis diſpo-- 
ſal, out of whoſe bands 
we firength or policy 
ſhall ever be able to- 
wreſt the ſway and do- 

miniou of things £ 
It cannot but afford 
ſirang conſolation unto | 
every true believer to- 
conflder, that he who 
. hath the chief influence 
in all theſe great — 
A ad 


To the Reader. 


and variety of events 

in the world, is both his 

God, axd his Father. 
How did this quiet 


the hears of old Eli? 


1 Sam. 3.19, It is the 
Lord, let him do what 
ſcemeth him good. And 
David wpor the ſame 
conſideration profeſſeth, 
I was dumb,and opened 
not my mauth, becauſe 
thou didſt it, Aud awr 


Pſal.39.9 


bleſſed Saviour himſelf 


makes uſe of this argu- 
zwens, The cup that 
my Father hath given 
me, ſhall Inot drink it? 
Though the potion be 
bitter aud diſplegſing, 


yet ſo long as it comes 


from 


Joh.18.1 | 


—_— —_— 


To the Reader. 


em WAN, 
* 


from a loving and care- 
ful Father, we have no 
reaſon to fear any hurt 
by iti © 

And onthe other fide, 
much of mens unquiet-_ 
neſt and dejeGion, i 
occaſioned, either by the 
want of this evidence, 
_ or by the negletF of ap- 
plying it. When they 
terminate their thoughts 
wporn ſecondary inftru- 


16.51.12, 2ents.,Fearing men. that 


13-ſhall dye, and the ſons 
of men that ſhall be 
made as. graſs: forget- 
ting the Lord their Ma- 
ker; who: ſtretched 
forth the heavens, and 
laid the foundations of 
IA the 


— 


_ _ TYothe Reader. 
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the-carth. That is that 
which makes men to fear 
continually, becauſe of 
the fury of the opprel- 
ſor. 

How would it compoſe 
all theſe fears and di- 
ftempers, if men would 
but labour after this 
aſſurance of their intereſt 
in God, with the ſame 
zeal and intention of 
wind wherewith they 
| proſecute their particu- 
\ d#dar engagements and a- 
nimoſyties againſt, one 
another. He that bath 
| God for his flrength and 
refuge, is always ſure to 
be on the ſtrongeſt ſide, 
end need not fear the 

| moſt 


To the Reader. 


woſt te ous muta- 
mt LY the earth 
be removed, and the 
mountains ſhould be 
carried into the midſt 
of the ſea : Thoughthe 
waters thereof roar, 
and be troubled; and ' 
the mountains ſhake 
with the ſwelling there- 
of. 

Thus mmch I thought 
ft to premiſe in the ge- 


weral, concerning the 


neceſſity and ſeaſonable= | 


meſs of this Snbjet#. 

As for the particular 
oevefion of petiyteny 
this Diſcourſe, I have 
nothing 10 fay dis thiss 
That being ſolicited for 


a Copy 


8 To the Reader. 


a. Copy of it by divers 
perſons(and ſome of emi- 
nent quality) before 
whom it was occaſionally 
preached; I knew not any 
more convenient way to 
ſatisfie their deſires then 
by wo a publick, com- 
munication of it. 

T could ſpeak ſome- 
thing from my own ex» 
perience concerning the 
efficacy of this DoFrine, 
againſt thoſe damps and 
deje@ions of mind unto 
which ſuch times as theſe 
will expoſe a man. It 3s 
my hearty prayer, That it 
may be ful to others 
alſo in this reſpe@., 


Farewel. 


To the Reader. 


moſt te nous muta- 
tions, Tk the earth 
be removed, and the 
mountains ſhould be 
carried into the midit 
of the ſea : Though the 
waters thereof roar, 


and be troubled; and 


the mountains ſhake 
with the ſwelling there- 
of. | 

Thus mnch I thought 
ft to premiſe in the ge- 


weral, concerning the 
neceſſuty and flaſwekl - 
_—_ of this Snbjet. 

As for the rn 


a Copy 


8 To the Reader. 


a. Copy of it by divers 
par”, ſome of emi- 
nent quality) before 
whom it was occaſionally 
preached; I knew not any 
more convenient way to 
ſatisfie their deſires,then 
by ſuch a publick com- 
munication of it. 

T could ſpeak ſome- 
thing from my own ex» 
perience concerning the 
efficacy of this DoFrine, 
againſt thoſe damps and 
deje@tions of mind unto 
which ſuch times as theſe 
will expoſe a man. It 3s 
my hearty prayer, That it 
may be uſeful to others 
alſo in this reſpe@#. 


Farewel. 
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Ecclel. 3. IIs 

He . bath made: every thing . 
beautiful in bis time « alſo' 
He bath ſet 1be world in 
their beart, yet-y0 man can 
find out the work, that God 
maketh from the beginaing - 
to the end. | 


! His Book con-: 
tains Solomon's. 
Experience in 


his fearch for Content- 
ment3- which being not 
| B. to. 


The Beauty 


to be found amongſt 
any of *the Creatures, 
he adviſes never to 
trouble our ſelves1nan 
eager proſecution after 
them, but to enjoy our 

olleſtonswith a cheer- 


_ ful, liberal mind, with- 


out perplexing our 
ſelves in ſuch cares and 
labours, as may defraud 
us of thoſe honeſt 
comforts to be had by 
them: For there is no- 
thing better for a man; 
then that he 
and drink, and make 
his foul enjoy good in 
his labour. ch. 2. v. 24. 
That is one of the Cor- 
cluftons which Solomon 
infers 


ſhould eat . 


«OPIN Tree T6, wg LESS 
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of Providence. 


infers from his former 
diſcourſe, and which he 
further amplifies , and 
confirms in the follow= 
ing Parts of his Sermon. 
It being his chiet ſcope 
in this Book, to diredqt 
men how to behave- 
themſelves with cheer- 
fulneſs and content- 
ment under all thoſe 
great revolutions, and 
that variety of events 
which may befall them 
in the world. 

This Chapter contains 
a diſcourſe concerning 
God's government and 
diſpoſal of times; and is 
therefore not unfitly 

B 2 (tiled, 


The Beauty 


ſtiled, The Calexdar or 
Ephearerides of ſeaſons: 
W hence the Wife-man 
with divers arguments 
urges upon us what he 
had before commen- 
ded, A cheerful and 
contented mind. 

The Text is one of 
theſe arguments 3 God 
hath. made every thing 
beautiful in his time © 
that is, There is a wiſe 
order and contrivance 
In all the works of 
Providence : Every 
particular event is molt 
ſeaſonable 1a that time 
which God appoints : 
And theretore we have 
.NO 


KS OO ET Og 


(6 Wrong pray 


On arc ii 


of Providence, 


no-reaſon to repine art 
our condition, as if 
matters did not go well 
with us; for *tis impol- 
ſible they ſhould have 
been - better. than they 
are: though they do 
croſs our private hopes 
and deſires, yet God 
beſt underſtands the 
fitteſt order and ſeaſon 
for all things, making 
them beautiful in his 
time. 

Alſo he hath ſet the 
world in their heart < 
By | world here 1s not 
meant this material 
world; but ſecu;um, the 
ſucceſliion and courſe 
= M4 of 
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The Beauty 


of things, as the origi- 
nal word RN aoes 
properly import. This 


{N* God bath ſet in. or * ex- 


pounded unto mens 
hearts ; that is, he hath 


endowed us With an- 


ability to diſcern in 
ſome meaſure that ſea- 
ſunsbleneſs which he 
obſerves in the govern- 
ment of the world. 

Tet there is no man 
can find out the work 
that God makes from 
the beginning tothe end: 
that 1s, *Tis above hu- 
man ability to compre- 
hend the reaſon of all 
divine proceedings; we 


Cannot. 


OO EE 


| REM, he q 


—————. 


of Providence, 


cannot find them fully 
out from the beginning 
to the end, 


Others conceive that This very 


| ſuitable 
the words may be more 0. 


properly rendred thus : rjginal. 


As long as the world ſhall 
laft, God doth reveal unto 
mens hearts the work 
which he makes, from 
the beginning to the end, 
excepting only ſome 
things unto which man 
cannot attain. As if he 
ſhould have ſaid, In all 
ages of the world there 
are (till ſome paſſages of 
Providence, wherin men 
may be able to diſcern 
a beauty and comelineſs, 

Bg though: 
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The Beauty 


though there are ſome 


other particulars which 
we cannot underſtand. 


The ſenſe of both In- 


terpretations being for 


the ſubſtance much 


alike, 

That's the connexlon 
and meaning of the 
whole verſe. The Text, 
according to its natural 
fulneſs, doth comprize 
In it theſe three part1- 
culars. 


| IT. Every thing has 
Its time, 

2. Every thiog 10 1ts 
time 1s beautiful. 


3. That 1s the pro- 
per 


of Providence. 


per ſeaſon for all things 
WO God appoints. 

. Every thing. has: 
its pe To all things 
there is an appointed 
ſeaſon, ver. 4. Not only 

for ſuch natural events 
| as bear in them a kind 
' of neceſlity, as a time 

to be born, and a timeto 

dye, ver.2, butalſo for 
thoſe voluntary ations 

that ſeem to be moſt 
alterable and contin» 
vent; A time to weep, 

and a time 10 laugh, 

* ver. 4. The wiſdom of 
|; Providence in the go- 
| vernment of this lower 
world, hath diſpoſed to 

B 5 every. 


The Beauty 


every thing its particu- 
lar ſeaſon. This 1s that 
we call the fulveſs of 
time, the ripezeſs of 
ſeaſun. Prov. 27.1. the 
Wiſe man ſays there, 
that the day brings 
forth events, Paritara 
eſt dies ; alluding to a 
teeming-Mother , - to 
whom there is a fet 
date for her delivery. 
So doth Time travel 
with the decrees of 
Providence ,, and for 
each ſeveral aCtion 


| there 1s a pregnancy, a 


fulneſs of time. 

2. Every thing 1n its 
time is beautitul 3 even 
ſuch 


- es £632 Ea. adi Sr dio on it Py 


of Providence.” 


ſuch matters as in their 


own. natures are not 
without ſome defor- 
mity. 4 timetokill,v.3- 


Atime to monrn, V. 4- A 
time of hate, a time of 


war, v. $.' The ſcorch- 


ing of Summer.,and the 


extream cold of Win- 


ter, though both ia 


themſelves alike diſtaſt- 


ful, yet are comely in : 
their ſeaſons; and thoſe. 


times would not be ſa. 
beautiful without them, -- 


Nor is it the natural-: 


goodneſs of any thing 


- - 


that can make it comes - 


ly - out. of its proper 


{ealon. That which 


y 
, 


which : 
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Beauty is in Bodies, 
and Harmony in Sounds, 
that 1s Opportunity 1n 
Time. Now as White 
and Red, which are 
the uſual Materials 
of Beauty, as thoſe 
particular Notes of 
which Auſick doth 
conſiſt, may be ſo ditf- 
poſed of, as to cauſe de- 
formity- and diſcord 
So aftions, which 1n 
themſelves are good, 
may be depraved by 
their unſeaſonablenels. 

3. That 1s the pro- 
per ſeaſon for all things 
which God appoints: 
Or thus : Every parti- 
cular 


of Providence. 


mn. 


cular Event, is moſt 
beautiful: in that time 
which the 'Providence 
of God hath allotted' 
to 1t, 'Tis above the 
contrivance of Humane 
Policy to bring matters 
about in their fitteſt 
order. And therefore 
"*twere but folly to con- 
clude, That things do 
not fall out well, unleſs 
they anſwer our deſires: 
for God beſt under- 
ſtands the fitteſt ſeaſon 
for every purpoſe. And 
whatſoever, or.whenſo- 
ever he works, you may 
be ſure 'tis both beauti- 
ful;and in its timezEven 
thoſe 


The Beauty 


thoſe Events which do 


moft thwart our pri- 
vate Ends ( could all 


circumſtances be duly 
conſidered ) we ſhould 
find them to be per- 
formed in their moſt 
comely order, and beſt 
opportunity. 


As for the two firſt - 


Particulars, though 
they are implied in the 
Text, yet arethey moſt 
exprelly handled in the 


former verſes: And ther- 
fore I ſhall paſs them 


over without any fur- 


ther enlargement, in(iſt- - 
10g only UN this later, : 
as being nwzt Lirefly 
= aLC0s. | 
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of Providence. 


agreeable to the main 
ſcope of the words. 
And *tis a Subje@ that 
in many reſpeds will - 
deſerve your more eſpe- 
cial attentions *tis not 
commonly treated of. 
And beſides, it may ve- 
ry much conduce to our 
contentment, to ſettle 
our hearts againſt all 
thoſe conditions that 
may befall us in the 
world. *Iis of very 


. general uſe and con- 


cernment, ſuitable to 
all times and occafions: 


| For times of ſuffering, 


to make us patient and 
ſubmiſlive :- For times 
of 


% 
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of zercy, to: make us 
cheerful and thankful... 
In brief, it extends to 
all perſons, relations, 
buſineſles, ſeaſons 3 no- 
thing is more generally: 
uſeful than this,.to have 
our hearts fully per- 
{waded of that wile 
order and contrivance 
which there 1s 1n the 
diſpoſal of every par- 
ticular Event in the 
world. And *cis more 
eſpecially {1ceafonable 
for times of Trouble 
and Confuſion , when 
men areapt tomiſtruſt 
the government _ of 


Providence; as if God 
| did 


—— 


of Providence. 17 


did neglect the care of 
this lower world, and 
leave all things to their 
own jarring-principles. V  \ 
[ Then (I ay )'tis more 
eſpecially ſeaſonableto 
vindicate the care and 
| Wwildomotf Providence; 
to ſhew, That every 
thing which God dotb, 
is belt; and conſe- 
quently, that thoſe 
many diſtraftions and 
confuſions under which 
we ſuffer, are far better 
than any other (though 
the moſt flouriſhing ) 
condition could be. | 
| And that's the Subje& 
I am now to inſiſt 
upon, 


4 
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Propol. 


upon. The potnt ts 
this : 


Every particular E- 
vent is moſt beautiful 
in that time which the 
Providence of God hath 
allotted to it. 


A Truth, by ſo much 
the more fſeaſonable 
for theſe times, by how 
mach *tis now the more 
difficult to believe it. 

The Obſervation lies 
plainly both in the 
ſcope of the place, and 
the moſt obvious ſenſe 
of the words. 


The 
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The Scripture is co- Confir- 
plous in other proofs by Teſti- 
{ to this purpoſe. Dext. mony 
| 32.4. His work, is per- D:Vine- 
fe@, and his ways are 
judgment, a God of 
truth, - 9; wo ——4 

ity, Juſs ana right 
Not o- his firſt _w_ 
of Creation is exaQly 
good and perfect; but 
his ways of Providence: 
alſo are diſpoſed with 
judgment and righte- 
ouſnels, 

So again, I/2.28.29. g, Jer. 
The Lord of Hoſts is 32. 19. 
wonderful in connſel, 
| and excellent in work- 
ing; that is, every event 


of 


— 
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ET  — 


of Providence is mana - 
ged' and pre+ordained 
by an admirable Wiſ- | 
dom. and ' therefore 
mult needs be of ex- 
celent contrivance. 
And again, Dan. 2,20, 
21. Wiſdow aud might 
are his: be changeth 
the times and the ſea- 
ſons: he removeth kings, 
and he ſetteth up kings < 
Job 35.5: Thoſe two Attributes 
of. Strength and Wiſdom: 
are for the moſt part 
put together in Scrip- 
ture. God never ſhews: 
any Argument of .his 
Strength , but his Wiſ- 
dom. is engaged in it: 
alſo. 


of Providence. 
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alſo. Thoſe /great alte- 
rations and ſubverſions 
which happen in the 
world, do not more 
demonſtrate the great- 
neſs of his Power in the 
doing of them, than 
the greatneſs of his 
Wiſdom in diſpoling of 
them for the beſt. | 
And again, Pſal. 104. 
24. O Lord, how mani- 


fold. are thy works! in 
wiſdom haſt thou made 


them all: the earth is 


Full of thy riches: Which 


IS.as well true of the 
works of Providence,as 
of the warks of Crea- 


$10R, 


- 
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Bur this Truth is 
more direaly intima- 
ted by that Viſion of 
Ezekiel in the firſt chap- 
ter of his Prophecy, 
wherein he doth ex- 
preſs how all Events 
In the world are wiſely 
diſpoſed of by the care 
and government of 
Providence. The ſcope 
of that Viſion was, To 
confirm the faith of the 
Prophet in the certain- 
ty of thoſe things 
which he was to fore- 
tel; becauſe God him- 
ſelf, by whom he was 
infpired, had ſuch a ſpe- 
cial influence 1n the or- 
derly 


77, of Providence. 


derly managing of all 
inferior Events. 
Though matters might 
ſeem #0 run upon wheels 
(as weſay ). to follow 
their own courſes, with- 
- out any ſpeci] gui- 
dance; to go at ran- 
dom; yet theſe wheels 
have eyes in them, v.18, 
that is, there 1s the eye 
of Providence, which 


dire&s them in their * CÞron- 
revolutions. And then prov. rg. 


beſides, theſe wheels 


are likewiſe governed Ver. 10. 


by the four living crea- 
tures; that is, by the 
Angels of God, who 
are fitted for all _ 
ET 
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; ſervices, with four re-_ 


markableEndowments. 
tr. With Wiſdom 
and Prudence, typified 
in that Viſion, by the 
ace of 4 man. 
f 2, roma and Re- 
ſolution, the face of a 
Lion. coſe 
3. Sedulity and Di- 
ligence, the Face of au 


W '- þ 


4. Swittnelſs and Dil- 
patch, the face of an 
Eagle. 

In all which, the Pro- 
phet doth at large EX= 
plain unto us, with what 
deliberate care and 
fore-calt the Provi- 
dence 


_ 
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'p F WER of. God doth 
| diſpoſe of all theſe in- 
| 
ferior Events. : 
_ This Truth may yet Humane 
be further - evidenced, _ 
from- the very. Light of ®! 
Nature, and the Teſti- 
mony of the Heathen. 
Hence was it that the 
Ancients. did ſet forth 
their gods with Harps 
in their hands, toſhew 
the harmony they ob- 
 ſ{erved in the =o 
ment. of . the world. 
And Midas was CON» pw; 
demned to wear Aſles Sap. Vet. 
; ears, becauſe he prefer- 
red Pex's Pipe before 
ons Humane 
.C —_— 
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Policy before Divine 
Providence. 
Nay, the Devil him- 


felf doth acknowledg 


the wiſdom and ſeaſona- 
blenefs of Divine pro- 
ccedings, and therefore 
would fain have ſhel-_ 


tred himſelf underthis 


pretence: Mat. &. 29. 


Art thou come to tor- 
ment us before ourtime? 
Implying, that it would 


not become the God 
of Order to do any 


thing wrtimely. And 


doubtleſs that muſt 


needs be an evident 


and a great Truth 
which is confelſt byhe 
' mouth 


— —k 
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mouth of ſo great a 
Liar. ; 

For the further con- 
firmation of this, let 
us a little conſider 
ſome of thoſe rugged 
paſlages of Providence 
which ſeem to be per- 
formed with the great- 
elt negligence and de- 
formity.. 


Look upon the Hi- Exam- 
ſtory of Joſeph: HePls. 


was ( you know ) one 
of the promiſed: Seed, 
concerning whom God 
had foretold aſuperio- 
rity and dominion over 
the reſt of his Family, 
:Now , that after this, 

"HH C 2 he 
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he ſhould -be expoſed 
to the treachery of his 
malicious brethren:that 
belides his nearneſs to 
faughter from their 


hands, he ſhould be. 
fold into a far Coun- 


trey, whence there was 


No hopes ever to hear 


of him again: That 
'there he ſhould be fo 


endangered by the rage 


-of a:luſtful woman, and 
ſuffer ſo tedious and un- 
juſt an impriſonment; 
all ehis might ſeem to 
be an-overlight and ne- 
gle&t of Providence,as 
.1f it had forgotten the 
promotion which Joſeph 

was 
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was deligned. to. And 
yet-do-but. reflect upon 
the later part of the ſto- 
ry, and you ſhall find, 


how- all theſe misfor- 


tunes did oy con- 
duce,not only to his ad-- 


yancement, but all to 


the ſafety and preſerva- 
tion of. that whole Fa» 


mily,which wasthenthe 


viſible Church. So that 


if each of his brethren- 


had given him as much 


money as'they ſold him: 
for, it-had not been ſo. 


great a kindneſs as he 
received from their in+ 
tended Cruelty. 


It is an elegant loſs 


C 3 of 
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of St. Gregory upon this 
ſtory, Divino judicio 
quod declinare conati 
fant , renitendo ſervies«+ 
runt: Ideo venditaa off 
a fratribas Joſeph ne a» 
doraretur, ſed ideo ef 4- 
doratis, quia venditey. 
Ie was ſo ordered by 
Providence, that what 
they ſought to decline, 
they did promote,even 
by their ſtriving againſt 
It; Joſeph was therefore 
ſold by his brethren, 
that he might not be 
worſhipped, and yet he 
was therefore worſhip - 
ped, becauſe hewasſold. 
Sic divinum conſilmm 
dum 
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dum deviatur, impletar; 
ſic humana ſapientia dium 
reluGFatur, comprehendi- 
tar, Even ſo the Divine 
Counſel is accompliſh- 
| ed in being oppeleds {lo 
| Humane Policy is de- 
feated by the means of 
promoting it. | 
Thus alſo. is it in the David. 
Hiſtory of David: He 
was (you know ) de- 
| figned to a Kingdomz 
but how many ſtraits 
| was he put to before he 
attained it? Being for- 
ced into the wilder- 
neſs like a wandring 
out-law, and followed 
there by a company 


C 4 of-. 


The Beauty 


of diſcontentedperſons, 
who was as ready (per- 
haps)uponevery trivial 
occaſion to revolt from 
him, as before from 
Saul. But, aboveall the 
reſt, his laſt diſtreſs was 
one of the moſt deſpe- 
rate, when he was ſpoil- 
ed at Ziglag, not only of 
his goods, but his wives 
and children too, when 
his ownSoldiers in.thetr 
- mutiny and diſcontent 
were ready to -ſtone 
him; there being then 
but little hopes to ſave 
his life, much leſs to.get 
a Kingdom. And yet this 
diſtrels alſo was, in the 
Event 
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event of it, contrived 
to his advantage. For. 


| having afterwards pur- 


ſued the Amalekites, he: 


not .only recovered his. 


own, but got alſo ſuch 


abundance of other: 


ſpoils from them,as ſer- 
ved him for rich Pre- 


ſents, whereby he might : 


renew and confirm: the 
friendſhip of his well- 
wiſhers in 1/rael; that 


after the death of Saxl : 


( which preſently fol- 
low'd)he mightby their 


free votes be chole to - 


ſucceed him, 1 $474.30. 
and chap.31. 


You may obſerve like- - 
C p! wile - 
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Fonah, 


wiſe ſomewhat to this 
purpoſe in the ſtory of 
Jonab,when he was ſent 
to Nineveh about fo 
weighty a matter.as the 
ſafety of that great 
populous City.and that 
too, when their deſtru- 
Ction was within ken, 
but forty days oft; that 
he ſhould now makede- 
lays, and fly to Tarſhiſh; 
that upon ſuch a ſtrait 
he ſhould run himſelt 
iato hazards,mightſeem 
to argue ſome careleſ- 
neſs and negle@in the 


"Government of Provi- 


dence, And yet this er- 
ror of his was ſo wiſely 
mana-« 


[ 
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managed in the event, 
that ir proved a great 
advantage to the main 
End of his bulineſs. For 
'tis a probable opinion, 
That theſe Mariners 
who caſt Jonah into the 
Sea,were apecial occa- 
{ton that his preaching 
was ſo ſuccesful after- 
wards; the Ninevites 
being by them 1nform- 
ed, That this was that 
Prophet tor whom they 
had lately fſufier'd ſo - 
violent a tempeſt; how 
the wind ceaſed, and all 
was calmed again,when 
they had once catt him 
into the Sea, from 
whence . 
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whence it was not po: 
ſible he ſhould be deli- 
vered, but by a Miracle. 
And therefore they 
concluded , That this 
muſt needs be ſome man 
extraordinarily inſpt- 
red from above; and 
that his Preaching was 
not idle Threats, but 
ſach as might juſtly 
fright them into that 
rigorous Faſt which af- 
terwards we read of, 
both for Man and Beaſt, 

It being the wifdom of 
Providence ſo to con- 
trive it, that this offence 
of Jonah ſhould migh- 
tily advantage thatEnd 
which 


he i 
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which it did ſeem moſt 
dire&ly to oppole. 
So likewiſe for that 
diſſention betwixt Pax! 
and Barnabas, AF.15, It Paul "= 
might ſeem the moſt un. **"**: 
ſeaſonable. breach -that 
could poſſibly.be ima+ 
gined;when the Church 
of the Chriſtians was 
now in its beginning 
and infancy, that then 
the two chief Members 
of it ſhould fall at vari- 
_ ance amonglt them» 
ſelves, was ſuch an.un- 
timely diſſention, that 
an Enemy. could not 
wiſh them worſe. No- 
thingcould morethwart 
the promulgation - 
the 


OS) 
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the Goſpel of Peace, 
than the contentions of 
thoſe that preach it. It 
that State which 1s al- 


ready eſtabliſhed into 


Mat. 12, © Kingdom, divided a- 


25-garnſt it ſelf, cannot 
fland; much leſs could 
thoſe ſmall beginnings 
think to encreaſe in- 
to a Church by divili- 
ons. 

Andyetthis likewiſe 
was ſo diſpoſed of in 
the event, that it did 
mightily conduce tothe 
propagation of the Go» 
fpel thorow the whole 
world:for by this means 
thoſe two parted aſun- 
der,the one into Cyprac,, 


the. 
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the other into $yriaand V+ 39» 


Cilicia, and like two 
mighty ſtreams ſpread 
themſelves feveral ways 
that ſo they might the 


better water the barren. 


and thirſty corners of 
the world. 

Thus have- you feen 
the Beauty of Provi- 
dence in ſome rugged 
paſſages of 1t. *Tis fo 
m every other particu- 
lar,thoughſeeming unto 
us never fo deformed, 
But man cannot find ont 
the work of God from 
the beginning to the end. 


AO, 41s. 
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dencing of this Truth, mation 
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Real. Is, 


according taGod's will, 


there are two grounds. 


upon which 'tis bat- 
romed,that being right- 
ly underſtood and con- 


ſidered, will make the. 


point very clear. 

1, God is exactly 
careful of every thing. 
2, He. is infinitel 
wiſe, for the diſpoſal of 

alltothe beſt. 
1. God doth over- 


look. all . things by an. 


eſpecial Providence. 
Eph. 1.11. He worketh 
all things after the coun- 


ſel of his own will. There 


18 no event in the world 
but it .1s ordered both 


and. 


m Py — 
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and by his connſel/: Pal; 
135. 6. Whatſoever the 
Lord pleaſed, that did be 
both in beaver, and in 
earth, andin the ſea,aud 
in all deep places. Not 
only in. the heaver, 
where his glory is more 


eſpecially conſpicuous 


but in the earth too, 
where matters ſeemto 
be full of confulion:axd 
in the ſea, and in all 
deep places, where we 
cannot fo much as take 
notice of them. There 
is nothing ſo great, but 
ts under His Power; no- 
thing ſo /zttle , but is 
within his Care. Thoſe 
actions 
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actions and events that 
ſeem unto us molt free, 


caſual,inconſiderable,are 


all of them ordered by 
his Providence. 

I. That which is 2g 
Free, the hearts and aile- 


ions of men do follow 


the guidance of his De- 
creesz, Men may do af- 
ter their own counſels 
and inclinations, but 


they are (till ſuitableto- 


his- Providence ; there 
is nothing more 1n. our 
command, than. our 
thoughts and words 
and yet both the prepa- 
ration of the heart, and 
the anſwer of the tongue, 

is 
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is from the Lord, Prov. 


16. I. 
2. That which ſeems 


molt caſual > The diſpo- 


ſing the Lot is from him, 


Prov.16.33. He who is 
accidentally flain by a- 


' nother, is ſaid to be de- 


livered into his hands by 
God,Ex0d.21.13. That 
caſual Arrow ſhot at 


random, was directed 


by Providence to ful- 
61 the prediQtion of 4- 
hab's death, 1 King. 22, 

. Thereis noliberty 
for Cauſes to operate in 
a looſe and ſtragling 
way 3 but in matters of 
greateſt uncertainty, 
there 


— 
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there is a pre-ordained. 

courſe of Effe&s. . 
3. The leaſt, moſt in- 
conſiderable things, are 
not negleCted by Pro- 
* Like yidence. It wasa * pro- 
_— phane ſpeech of the 4- 
Now vacat ramites, That God was 
exigns 17: theGod of the Mountains, 


—Sy df ot of the Valleys, King... 


230. 23. Whereas he 


tegards the loweſt , the 
kaft thing , as well as 


the greateſt. The young: 


Liens,Plal.104.21.The 
Ravens, Plal.147.9.are 
provided for by Him. 


He feeds the fowls of 


the air:adorns the lilies, 


and clothes.the graſs of 
the 


of Providence. 


the field, which to day is, 
and to morrow 3s caſt in- 
to the oven. Sparrows 
(you know) are but 
cheap birds; Are not two 
of them ſold for a far- 
thing? Mat.10.29, And 
get wot one of theſe do 


fall to the ground with- 


out your father. He muſt 


give the Fowler leave 


to kill them; nay,when 
they are upon the wing 
in their frequent and 


often repeated moti- 


-ons; yet then it is He 
that muſt appoint them 
the timeand place when 
and where they ſhall 
ſettle; and in this ſenſe 
alſo, 


The Beauty 


allo, wot one of them 
doth fall to the ground 
without your father. T he 
hairs of your head are 
yet leſs obſervable,con- 
temptible even to a 
Proverb, Pili non facio, 
Ne pilo quidem melins. 
And yet theſe, with 
God, are inter mume- 
rata, amongſt thoſe 
things whereof he takes 
an exact account. 
That place 1 Cor.9.9 
Doth God take care for 
oxen £ doth not limply 
exempt ſuch things 
from the Law of His 
Providence; but *cs 
Argumentum 4 minors, 
and 


of Providence. 


and doth 1mply his 
more eſpecial care of 
that higher rank of 
creatures to whamtheſe 
are ſubordinate. The 
plain meaning of it is, 
That if God hath by 
a particular Law pro- 
vided, that the ox ſhould 
not be muzled thattreads 
out the corn ; he will be 
much more careful of 
the labourers in his 
Harveſt. 

/_ *Tis recorded to the 
glory of ſome ancient 
Generals, That they 
wereable to call ever 


| common Soldier by his 


own name; and careful 
to 
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to provide not only 
Pay for their Captains, 


but Litter alſo for the 
meaneſt Beaſt that did 
ſerve the Camp. Now 
you know there is not 
any Creature but is a 
Soldier to the Lord of 
Hoſts, He doth ſome- 
times -muſter up an Ar- 
my of Lice and Flies; 


and therefore 'tis but. 


reaſon that his Provi- 
dence ſhould take care 
for ſuch things alſo:why 
ſhould it nor be as great 
an argument of His 
Power to preſerve and 
order theſe leſſer Crea- 
tures, as it was at firſt to 

make 
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woke them? The crea- 


.|- tion of a glotious An- 


gel did not coſt him 
more than that of a de- 
ſpicable Flye. Was it 
not He that out of the 
ſame primitive Nothing 
put that difficrence 
which there 1s amongſt 
ſeveral natures? And 
 1f the Painter in the 
| fame Piece draw a fil- 
| ken and a woollen gar- 
ment , why ſhould he 
_ value the one above the 
other, ſince it was the 
ſame Art that did both 
make and diſtinguiſh 
| theme 


doth extend to all 
D things, 


2. As his Providence g,,. 2. 
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things, ſo likewiſe does 
his Wiſdow. As he 1s 
exaQly careful, ſo is he 
infinitely wiſe; and 
therefore as able for 
the contrivance of eve- 
ry the leaſt particular 
thing, as he would be 
if he bad nothing but 
that to look after. If 
the Providence of Gad 
had but oze proje# on 
foot , we could eafily 
conceive how he might 
be able to drive that 
through all the wind- 
ings and circumſtances 
of it , with care and 
wiſdom.Nay,we would 
truſt any wiſe-man with 
the managing of a ſingle 


| buſineſs 


of Providence. 


buſineſs, when he had 
nothing elſe to diſtract 
his endeavours : But for 
all thoſe multitude of 
affairs amongſt Men 
and Angels 3 nay, for 
the very circumſtances 
and &arrer of all thoſe 
ſeveral aCtions and mo- 
tions which are perfor- 
med in every moment 
'of time through the 
whole world; we can- 
not conceive but that 
in ſuch a tumult of bu- 
lineſs the eye of Pro- 
vidence may be ſome- 
times over-ſeens But 
this ariſes from our mi- 
ſtake of the Divine Na- 
ture; we meaſure God 
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by our own finite abi- 
lities > Where's we 
ſhould conlider, that 
that which 1s 2»fimte, 


cannot be confined by 


Time, .or Number, or 
Place; but 1s as well 
able at all times to look 
toall things, in all pla- 
ces, as If there were 
only one buſineſs tobe 
cared for. You may fee 
ſome imperfect reſem- 
blance of this amongſt 
the Creatures. Do but 
conlider the Sur, how 
that at the ſame time, 
without Jabour or con- 
fuſton, it is employed in 
divers {ervices for all 


the Creatures under 
Hea- 
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Heaven : The diftinctt- 
ons of fealons, the 
growth ot feveral 
Plants, its various 1in- 
fluence upon Minerals, 


' the cheriſhing of living 


Creatures, with ſundry 
other ſuch variety of 


 employments,which we 


are not able ſo much as 
to.take notice of. Or 


_ elle; do but mark the 


nature of the Sorl, 
which at the ſame time 
perhaps doth contem- 


plate Heaven, dire@ the 


body in its ſundry mo- 
tions, diſtribute the food 
in a wile proportion to 
the ſeveral parts, not 


negleCting ſo much as 
C 3 the 
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the leaſt hair about it, 
but ſupplying that with 
ſuitable nouriſhment. 
And all this it does 
without wearineſs or 
diſtra&tion. And if a 
Creature can do thus, 
much more then the 
Creator, who gives to 
every thing its proper 
ability, and doth aQu- 
ate all things by a more 
immediate aſliſtance 
than the Saul it felf. 
So that though we ſup- 
poſe infinite occaſions, 
( which notwithſtand- 
ing Creatures are not 
capable of ) yet the 


Providence and Wil- 


dom of God 1s 7nfinite 
alloz 


IC "IN 
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alſo; and there 1s the 


fame proportion of 1n- 


finite to infinite, as of 
one to one. 

Now put both theſe 
Reaſons together : If 
the Providence of God 
be thus exa@ly careful 
of every the lea(t par- 
ticular; If he be thus 


infinitely wiſe. for the 
diſpoſal of all to the 


belt; no wonder then, 


though every Event in 


the world be both beanus- 


tiful, and in its time. 


For the further clear- y;, ;;c.. 
10g ot this Truth, there tion from 


are two Doubts or Due- 


ſeem tooppole it. 


D 4, 1. Whats. 


Doubts 
: and Ob- 
ries tobe reſolved, that ;e&ions. -- 
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I. What's the reaſon 
why this Beauty of Pro- 
vidence doth not appear 
to us, but that many 
things ſeem ſo full of 
diſorder and confuſion 
inthe world? 

2, How may this 
conſiſt with the per- 
miſhon of ſinful aRi- 
ons, which can neither 
be beautiful nor ſeaſona- 
ble e 

L begin with the firſt, 
To ſhew the reaſon 
why in ſq many things 
we cannot diſcern this 
Beauty Providence. 
The verſe of the Text 
tells us, That man cans 
not find « ont the work of 
God 


- - 
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God from the beginnene. 
E t0-the end: That is,*tis- 
-above humane capacity 


to comprehend the rea- 
ſon of all Divine pro- 
ceedings:3 We Cannot 
find them fully out 
from the beginning to 
the end. And ſoJobg, 
10. He dothgreat things 
paſt finding out. Lo. he 
goeth by me, and T ſee 
him not : He paſſeth on 
alſo, but I percerve hin 
not. And again, Chap. 
23. 8,9. Bebold, TI go 
orward., bat be is 'no6 
there, and. backward, 
but T. cannot perceives 
him: on the left hand 


where be doth work, iut- 


D 5 TI Catts 


_, 
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I: cannot behold him 1 be 
hideth himſelf on the 
right hand, that I cannot 


ſee him. The meaning 


is, that where ever Job 
turned his eyes, there 
were {till ſome paſlages 
of Providence which 
he could not apprehend 
the meaning of. God 
hath reſerved this as a 
pros prerogative to 
imſelf. 7t is not for ws 
to know the times and 
the ſeaſons which the 
Fatber hath put in his 
own power , ACts 1. 7. 
There may be a two» 
fold reaſon of this : 
I1.. The obſcurity of 
the things themſelves. 
There 


—_—_ Cw FY 
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There are treaſures of 
wiſdom, Col. 2.3. not 
only for their preciouſ- 
eſs, but for their pri- 
vateneſs too; hidden 
wiſdom, 2 Cor. 1. 7. 


Bb ſecrets of wiſdom: And 


theſe are double to that 
which is ( as Zophar 
ſpeaks), Job 11.6. That 
1s, thoſe concealed Pro- 
vidences which we do 
not diſcern the reaſon 
of, are of much greater 
proportion than. thoſe 
that appear. We read 
in that fore-cited place, 
Ezeck. 1.16, of a wheel 
within a wheel, (ignity- 
ing thoſe involutions 6 
intricacies which there 
are. 
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are In the ways of Pro- 
vidence. And the P/al- 
miſt tells us, that His: 
way 3 in the ſea, and- 
his paths in the great 
waters: and his foot- 
ſteps are not- known; 
Pſal. 77. 19. 

As it 1s 1n the- works 
of Nature, where there- 
are many common: 
things of- excellent: 
beauty, which for their 
littleneſs do not fall un- | 
der our ſenſe: They that 
have experimented the 
uſe of Microſcopes, can 
tel], how in the parts | 
of the moſt minute 
creatures there may be 
diſcerned ſuch-gildings 
and. 


4 
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and embroideries, and- 
ſuch curious variety. as- 


another would ſcarce 


believe. Why, tis ſo in 


the works of Provi- 
dence; there are very 
many paſlages. of fre- 
quent daily occurrence, 
whoſe excellent con- 


trivance doth: not fall: 


under our ſenſe or ob- 
ſervation. 

2, Our own 1gno- 
.rance and ſhort fight- 
edneſs ; and that in a 
two-fold ' reſpect : 

1, We cannot. fee 
that ed and drift which 
Providence aims at in 
many particulars; and 
therefore- no wonder 


though. 
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though they ſeem unto 
us rude and uncomely. . 
We mealure things by 
this falſe balance of 
Opinion, which weighs - 
only their outfides, and 
doth not look. upon 
their ends and relati-- 
ons. Now the beauty 
of things doth conſiſt 
much in their tendency 
and reference to their 
proper ends. If an 1g- 
norant man that knows 
not the reaſon of a 
Wind- Mill or Water- 
Mill. ſhould look upon 
them only as places of 
habitation. he cannot 
think them wellituated, 
where they are ſo much 
exPos+ 
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expoſed to the violence 
of winds and waves: 
whereas he that under- 
ſtands how the wiſdom 
of the Artificer hath 
contrived thoſe moti1- 
ons unto wſeful ends, 
muſt needs. confeſs a 
beauty and coms:lineſs 
in the work. Tis fo 
likewiſe in the events 
of Providence, which 
none can rightly ap- - 
prehend , but he that 
underſtands the fpecial 
drift and purpoſes 
which they are deli- 
ned to 

2. Wecannot ſee the 
. whole frame of things, 
bow ſundry particular 
Events, 
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Events; 1na mutual] re-- 
lation, do concur to- 
make up the beauty: of 
the whole. He that can 
diſcern only two or 
three wheelsin a Clock, 
how they. move. one a- 
gainſt. another , would 
preſently think , that 
there were contrariety 
and confuſſon in the 
work. Whereas he that 
beholdsthe whole frame, 
and difcerns how. all 
thoſe-divers motions do 
jointly. conduce to the 
ſame end, cannot chuſe 
but acknowledg a wiſe 
order in the contri- 
vance of It.. So like- 
wile is tin the frame of . 
times; 


— 
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times; Where he alone 
is fit to. judg of partz- 
culars, who underſtands 
how they refer to zhe 

eneral, But now we are 
but of yeſlerday , and 
know nothing, becauſe 
our days upon earth are 
4s a ſhadow, ( (aith Bil- 
dad) Job8.9. Welook 


upon things accord ng 


tO a ſhort ſucceſſron, a 

fo are not able to dife 
cern that beauty which 
there is in their refer- 
ences to other matters 
afar off. But now, to 


Pſa. $0.4» 


God a thouſand years #s, pet.z.8. 


but as one day. He be- 
holds all things, whe- 
ther paſt or to come, 
in 


The Beauty 


in the ſame inſtant 
There is no ſucceſſion in 
eternity, but all things 
within the reach of 
time are preſet unto 
that. Though inthe re- 
volution of a Wheel, 
there be a mutual ſuc- 
ceſſion betwixt the 
parts contained z# 7t 3 
yet aneye that 1s placed. 
without. can at the ſame: 
time diſcern the whole. 
motion. Thus alſo 1s it' 
in the revolution of 
Time; where, though 
there be a mutual ſuc- 
ceſſion betwixt thoſe 
things that are contain-. 
ed wnder time;yet God, 
who is without and 
above 


__—_—_— 


of Providence. 


— 


67 


Do mm 


above it , doth at the 


_ ſame view behold all 


together. So that 'tis 
no wonder, though 
many things ſeem beau- 
tiful to him, which to 
us who are ſo ſhort- 
fghted,, may appear 
harſh and deformed. 

2. Theſecond [Quere 
was this: Tf there be 
ſuch an averruling Pro- 
vidence which doth 
diſpoſe - of all to the 
beſt; How comes it to 
| Paſs that there are ſo 
many finful actions in 


the world? R 
To this I anſwer two 
things : 


I. hen men thwart 
God s 
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God's will of Precept, 
they ſerve his will of 
Providence. Thoſe par- 
ticular Intereſts of 
Gain , Honour, Plea- 
ſure, Revenge, which 
ſway mens Sefres and 
ations, are wiſely con- 
trived to the promoting 
of God's Decrees and 
Glaory,. When Auguſius 
made the eel AX. 
upen the World, nts 
end was to enrich 
himſelf, and fill his 
Coffers. But God uſed: 
jt as a means to fulfil 
_ the Prophecy of Chriſts 

birth at Bethlehem. Re- 
 hoboam, and Jehu, and 
Cyrus, had all: their 
ſeveral 


' of Frovidence. 


em 


 — 


ſeveral aims in thoſe 
works wherein they 
were lubſervient to 
Providence. And they 
did ſtill accompliſh 
his counſel in proſecu- 
ting their own deſigns. 
2, That which in 
reſpeF of man's execu- 
tion is wicked and diſ- 
orderly, in reſpe® of 
God's appointment is 
beautiful and comely. 

There could not be an 
more horrid a&, than 
the betraying and cru- 
cifying of our bleſſed 
Saviour 3 and yet even 
in this ( as 1t was detreed 
the aeterminate 


" Connſel and fore know- 
ledg 
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ledg of God, Acts 2.23.) 
there was the greateſt 
Miracle of Divine 
Wiſdom that ever was 
extended to the Crea- 
ture: ſuch depths of 
Policy , which all the 
ſubtilty of Men or 
Angels was not ableto 
contrive , no nor to 
ſuſpeF, woxunroixaT@ oogie, 
as the Apoſtle calls it, 
Eph.3.10. Interchange- 
able wiſdom, of curious 
variety, as the word 
ſignifies. Now if God 
could thus manage the 
- worſt ation of man to 

the beſt advantage of 
man, well then may we 
conclude, That every 
event 


of Providence. 
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event of Providence 1s 
beautiful in its time. 


I have now done ppiicat, 


with the Explication 
and Confirmation of the 
Text. In the Application 
it may be alcful for 
theſe leſions : 


I. For Information, 1. Ofc 


and that in a twofold ra ane 
ormatt- 


reſpect : on. 

r. It may teach us 
our duty to take notice 
of, and' obſerve the 
works of Providence. 

2. It may dire& us 
what to judg of the 
affairs of theſe times 
under which we are 
fallen. 

1. If all the events 
of 


—__ 
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of Providence be & 


wilely contrived, "tis 


certainly then our duty 
to conlider and.to take 
notice of them. 7/al. 
111.2. The works of 
the Lord are great. ſought 
out of all them that 


| bave pleaſure therein. 


And again, v. 4 He 


hath ſo done his mar- 
wellows works, that they 


ought to be had in re- 
membrance. Now a man 
cannot be faid to ſeek 
out, or to remember 
that which he doth not 
carefully obſerve. *Tis 
the chict ſ:ope of that 
Pſalm to excite men 
unto this duty. And 
David 


Prong FX 


| 
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|. David makes ii anote of 
piety for men to delight 
themſelves in the con- 
templation of God's 


' works. to remember Him. 65.4: 


_ in his ways. as the Pro- 
| - phet Tſatah ſpeaks. This 
Aſaph tound by experi- 
ence to be a ſpecial An- 
tidote againſt all diffi- 
dence and carnal fears; 
in the 77 Pſalms, when he 
was ſurpriſed with thoſe 
ſad thoughts, Will the 
Lord caft us off for ever? 
and will he be no more 
entreated? Hath God for- 
gotten to be graciouss CC. 
He preſently applies 
himſelt to this remedy, 
v.11, 12, 'Iwill remem- 
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ber the works of the Lord); 
Surely. Twill remember thy 
wonders of olds I wil 
meditate alſo of thy © 
works, and talk of < 
doings, | 

It a man were but, 
well read in the-([tory 
and various paſlages of 
his lite,he might be able 
tomakeancxperimental 
Divinity of his own. He 
that isobſervant of Gods | 
former dealings and dil- 
penſations towards him, 
may be thence furnithed 
with a rich trealury of 
Experience againlt all 
future conditions, 
There are very many 
duties that depend upon 
a right | 


—— — 
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a right underſtanding of 
the times. A maniknows 
' not how to order his 
ſervices 'of prajer and 
praiſes , without ſome 
-oblervation and «kill in 
theſe. It was a great 
commendation which 
was 'piven to the men of 
'Iſſachar , that they had 
underſtanling in the 
times to know what Iſrael 
onght to do, Chron. 12. 
32, and the'ipnorance of 
theſe the Vikeman com- 
plains of, as betng a very 
preat evil, Eccleſ. 9. 12. 
For m41n knoweth not his 
time; bat as fiſhes are ta- 
hen in 4u evil net, and as 
birds are cauoft inthe 


3 me 
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ſnare ſo arethe ſons of 
men ſnared in an evil 
time, when it falls ſud- 
denly upon them. 

Now thisobſervance of 
Gods works and diſpen- 
ſations, Is a duty always 
ſeaſonable, but more eſ- 
pecially in ſuch timesas 
theſe. *Tis commonly 
obſerved , that though 
ſmooth and peaceable 
times are beſt tor the Lz- 
ver. the man that lives in 
them; yet times that are 
full of change and vi- 
ciſlitude, are belt tor the 
Writer , the Hiltorian 
that writes of them : ſo 
thoughquietſeaſons may 
beſt ſuit with-our delires 
and 
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and out ward condition; 
yet theſe diſtutbed,con- 
fuſed times, may be beſt 
improved by obſervarti- 
on,and do molt fet forth 
the wiſdom of Provi- 
dence. 

The common Provi- 
dence of God in the va- 
rious ſeaſons and order 
of Nature , may afford 
excellent matter for 
contemplation z much 
more that ſpecial Provi- 
dence of his in the gut- 
dance of humane affairs, 
which have been always 
managed with various 
wiſdom. 

But eſpecially in his 
diſpenſations towards 

E 3 theſe 
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theſe later ages,wherein 
there have been many 
new, unuſual emergen- 
cies, ſuch as our fore- 
fathers have not known. 
How many ſtrange 
obſervable paſſages ma 
a conſidering man pic 
out amongſt the. aftairs 
of theſe few.laſt years ? 
How ſtrangely. hathithe. 
whole courſe of; things 
both in Church & State, 
been turned .about, bee 
yond all mens imagijna- 
tions! How hath Gad in 
every reſpect, and on all 
ſides, puſled the wiſdom 
of the wiſe. & enfeebled 
theſtrength of the migh- 
ty, abating the glory. of 
all 
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all humin* power, lift - 
ing Himſelt up above 
others, in thoſe things 
wherein they dealt molt 
proudly, eff-Cting great 
matters by defpiſed 
means | What ſtrange 
ebbs and flows of hope 
havewe known! When 
men have'been moſt full 


of confidence,;then-ſome- 


unexpeqted accident 


A EE—_—_ 


hath intervened, anddif- - 


appointed all: fo that 
thewifeſt men have been 
often/put'to ſtand at a' 


gaze,not knowing what 
to judg of the iſſue of 


things: And (though we 


have not - had leiſure to 
obſerve'it,yet) there has 


E 4 been - 
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been ſomething equiva- 
lent to this in other Na+ 
tions; the whole Chri- 
{tian world being gene- 
rally full of ſtrange 
Cummotions. Now we 
may certainly conclude, 
That all theſe unuſual 
turns and changes of 
things, are not for no- 
thing. There is ſome 
great delign to be ac- 
compliſhed by themz't1s 
our duty with diligence 
to obſerve the paſllages, 
and with patzence to at- 
tend the 1tlue. 

2. This may direct us 
what to judg of the pre- 
ſent times under which 
we are fallen. If it be ſo 
that 


4 
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that every particular E- 


vent is ſo exactly regu- - 


lar and beautiful; hence - 
| then we may inter how 


all that contuſion - and 


diforder which ſeem to. 
' be in the affiirs of theſe 
times, is not ſo much in: 
the things themſelves. as 
in our miſtake of them. 
The RKowgheſt. Seaſons 
oaghcey may be un- 
uitable to our defires) 
yet have In them apro- 


per camelineſs aswell as - 


times of the greateſt ſe- 
ren1ly. 


True indeed,theScrip-: 


ture doth ſorntimes men- 
| tion evil days; burthis 
1s. not fo to. be under- 


Fpb. 5.16. 
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ſtood, as. if Time+1n : it 
ſelf could beevil.;cither 
naturally, for ſo. God 
pronounced it:-good; or 
morally, becaulc 'tis not. 
ſubjected to; any Moral 
Rule; but only. accidemn: 
tally, in::xe{pect of. our, 
miſtake and abuſe of. it; 
when. either we. judg. of: 
it according\toour own 
wiſhes, or miſpend it ac-. 
cording, to our. own: | 
En 3 Inſts. *T1s only uowiſe, | 
- -unpholy men, that: make; 
unhappy times. 
As in the works of 
Creation, nothing is pro- 
perly. deformed, bute-. 
very thing /hatha pecu=, | 
liar beauty., according | 
to 
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to that rank and ſtation: \ 
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wherein. 'tis placed; 
though in;vulgar ſpeech 
we:uſe to call a: Toad 
and:a Serpent ugly; yet 
that is only 1nreference 
to common eſteem : 


whereas in reſpect of the- 


Univerſe they are asre- 


gular and come] 
agany ofthe rel 


outward ſhapes being! 
ſuicable to their inward 


ts 


Parts 


their 


forms;: and thoſe / pur- 


oles for. which-they are 


intended.\. So'is tt like- 
wiſe.1n'the ways : of 'Pro- 


vidence ; thoſe deſigns 
that '1n.:refpe&t of our: 


apprehenſions are carri- 


ed.on'by a cryptical in- 


— 
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volved method, are yet 
in themſclves of as ex- 
cellent contrivance , as 
any of thoſe that ſeem 
to be of more facile and 
perſpicuous order. 

"If a man in theſe times 
ſhall with- his reaſon 
conſult only the out- 
ward face of things,they 
muſt needs feem full of 
Irregularities and diſfor- 
derz when the ſpirits of 
men in the proſecution 
ofthe ſame ends. and the 
prerence of publick wel- 
fare. ſhall be imbittered 
againit one another, e- 
ventoprublickruin:when 
there 1s « vrolent perver- 
ting of judgment and.ju- 
ſtice 


Eccleſ 5.8 
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; flice ina Nation, and os 
|. #be ſide of the oppreſſor 
FAY might: but the oppreſſed Chapeg.t 
hive none to. comfort 
| them. 
When there 1s a total 
ſubverſion ot thoſe de- 
grees in which the order 
and harmony of things 
doth conſiſt, Servants Bccl.o.7 
being on horſes, and Prin- 
ces walking as ſervants on 
the earth:Wherthe'monn- Job y. 5,6 
| tains are removed, and 
pillars of the earth trem- 
ble. When Religion and 
Laws ( which are the 
foundation of a people) 
are out of courſe. Pſal, 11.6 
And yet even 1n all 
this, there may be a de» 
| ſign 
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ſem of Providence: for: 
our.\good. This: is\cer+ 
tatn;. All-God's : Promt- » 
ſesto his Churchare in» 
fallibly true, and all. hrs: 
diſpenſations- (' though 
never fo. croſs i In out- 
ward appearance) have 
a tendency towards the. 
fulfilling of thoſe Pro-, 
miſcs.. And why ſhould 
nota. man refthimfelt in 
this behef: ? 

In.our natural enqui- 
ries: after: the: efficcent' 
cauſeof. things, whenour 
Reaſon 1s ata ſtand, we 
aretain ſometimes to fit- 
down, and -ſatisfe our 
ſelves in: the notion of 
orculs qualities; and 
therefore. 
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therefore much! more 
({hould we be-content to- 
be _—_—_— in-the-final 


cauſe: of i things, which: 


lye more deep and ob+ 
ſcure-than theother. 
Let no mantthen-pre- 
ſJume-tocenſure the ſeve- 
Takvicifhiudesand chan- 


ges of | things..as if  they- 


were unſeaſonable-:and 


1llcontrived. Remember- 


we arebut ſhort-lighted, 


and cannot-diſcern\the- 
various references and: 


dependences. among(t 
the great. affairs inthe 
world, and therefore 


may. be extily miltaken-: 


in our opinion of them. 


Wedoia thts world(for : 


the 
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the moſt part) ſee only 
the dark fide of Pro- 
vidence. At the laſt and 
great day of manifeſts- 
tion , when the. whole 
plot of Divine Love 
ſhall be laid open, then 
we ſhall be able to diſ- 
cern th2 Beauty of Pro- 
vidence\nall the rugged 
pallages of it; how tri- 


Rom. 8. bulation, diſtreſs, perſe- 


25: 35: cution, famine . naked-. 


neſs, me and the ſword, 
do all work for the beſt 
to: thoſe that love God. 

Tudg nothing therefore 
before its time, 1 Cor. 
4.5. Conlider,we canmot 
ſee the works of God from. 
the beginning to the end.. 
And. 
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And you know there 15a 
vaſt difference betwixt 
the beginning & the end 
of a building It may be 
ourlots perhaps in theſe 
times to ſee only the be- 
ginning of the Fabrick; 
when the old frame is 
demoliſhed, the rubbiſh 
lies ſcattered about, the 
new materials being ga- 
thered into heaps. Po- 
ſterity perhaps may ſee 
the end of it, when all 
theſe confuſed prepara- 
tions ſhal be made up in- 
to a beautiful ſtructure. 


2. This may ſerve for v7 2. 
reproof of two forts of For Ke- 
prook. 


perſons : 
1. Thoſe that do not 
oblerve 
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obſerve' or regard: the 
works of the Lord. 

2, TI hoſe that murmur. 
and repine at them. 

1. This-may ceprove 
thoſe that do not-ob- 
ſerve. or regard the 
works of the Lotd..' Tis: 
a-creatargument 'of in- 
fidelity, and: irreligion,. 
when men let many re»! 
markable Providences: 
paſs by. them withousi 
notice or obſervation: 
or:whenthey lookupon 
them only inaſlight and: 
ſuperficial manner, like: 
thoſe. whom the Prophet 


I6.42-207/aiah complains :of,See-" 


ing many things, but , 0b+ 
ſerving not. 


T his 
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This (in of Inadver- 
tency of God's various 
Providences, hath been 
oftentimes ſeverely 
threatnedandpwnifhed in 
Scripture, Iſa. 5.12. Be- 
cauſe they regard not the 
work, of. the Lord, nor 
conſider. the opgration of 
bis hands, therefore is my- 
people gone into captivity- 
And-again, Jer. 12, IIs 
The. whole. land. is. made: 
deſolate, beeanje no:man. 
lazeth to heart. 

T-he heavieſt Judg- 
ments that. can betall a 
Nation, are Captivity 
and Deſolation. And yet: 
they are. both depoun+ 
cedagainſ(t this ſtupidity 


and 
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and careleſneſs of ſpi- 
rit. And you may gueſs, 
at the hainouſnelſs of the 
ſin, by the greatneſs of 
the puniſhment, 

"Tis a fin, that is after 
a more eſpecial manner 
appropriated to wicked 
men, Pſal. 15.4, 5. The 
wicked through the pride 


of his countenance, will 


not ſeek after God: God. 


is not in all his thoughts. 


Thy. judgments are far 


above , ont of his ſight. 
Things that he never 
enquires after, or re- 
gards, as if he were not 
at all concern'd in them. 
Dune ſupranos nibil ad 
z05-He looks no further 
then 
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then ſecond Cauſes,unto 
which he aſcribes the 
ſucceſs or miſcarriage of 
Events; and doth not 
take notice ot that Dj- 
vine Providence, by 
whole influence theyare 
guided. You ſee this 1s 
made thenoteof wicked 
men. And therefore, as 
we would avoid that 
cenſure.lo ti] it concerns 
us to avoid the ſize. 

2, This may ſerve for 
the reproof of thoſe that 
murmur and repine at 
the works of Provi- 
dence, that take upon 
them the Magpiſter1al 
judgment of Events; as 
it they could tell how 
to 
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to frame things much 
better, and to contrive 
the iſlue of things to 
greater advantage. How 
ordinary is it tor men to 
diſcourſe thus concern- 
ing the great changes of 
theſe times? as it the 
unſearchable ways of 
God were to be judged 
before the Tribunal of 
Humane Reaſon : Who 
art thou, O man, that 
diſputeſt with God (faith 
the Apoltle)s Huw de- 
{ſpicable, in compariſon 
to His Infinite Majelty 
and Wiſdom? It there 
be a Commonwealth a- 
monglt Ants and Bees 
(as ſome Naturaliſts ſay 
_ there 
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there 1s), *ewould make 
a man ſmile to think, 
that they ſhould - take 
upon them the cenſure 
of State-mattersamong(t 
us'men : and yet here the 
difproportion is finite ; 
whereas betwixt. God 
and-man *tis-infinite : As 


the heavens are higher 1a 55-89 


than theearth. ſo are my 
thoughts breber than your 
thoughts, and my-ways 
than your ways. 

He chat wwl{ take up- 
on him. to - mend the 
con(rivance of things, 
let Jum remember (lays 
onewt the Sroicks )thact 
ne firſt thing he is to 


do, Is to wend God, to Epileturs 


teach 
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teach him wiſdom and 
care. And if he (ſhall 
think himſelf unfit for 
that, let him not pre- 
ſume upon this. For con- 
ſider, Is not the Provi- 
dence of - God exadly 
careful of every thing ? 
I> nor He infinitely wiſe, 
to diſpoſe of. all to the 
beſt ? Are not all things 
ſubſervient to His Will 
Why certainly then, 
(however matters may 
appeaP tous)yet nothing 
could have been better 
than it 1s. Every thing 

ſhall prove fas he beſt, 

In reſpe&t of His glory; 
and Cif we belong 10 
Him) in reſpe& of oxr 
\ good too. 'Tis 
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'Tis an obſervable 
* check which Solomon 
' gives to ſuch preſump- 
tuous perſons as are apt 
to fepine at, and cen- 
ſure the courſe of things, 
Ercl.7.i0. Say not thos, 
What is the cauſe why the 
former days were better 
than theſe £ for thou doſt 
mot enquire wiſely con- 
cerning this. It (ſhould 
ſeem, that thoſe flouriſh- 
ing days of Solomon, fo 
very eminent for all 
kind of plenty and 
peace ( Silver being in 
Jeruſalem as flones, and 
Cedars as the Sycamore 
in the vale for abun- 
| dance ), were not yet 

| with- 


2 Kings 
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without ſome morolſe 
repining ſpirits, who 
were {i1]] maligning the 
preſent condition of 
things 3 and therefore 
no wonder if we find 
the like humour among 
men in other times, 

This the Wiſe man 
doth here reprove,both 
by a prohibition and a 
reaſon. 

1. A Prohibition. Say 
not thou, What is the 
cauſe why the former days 
were better then theſe £ 
that is, Be not tranſport- 
ed with that common 
humour of cenſuring & 
condemning the ſtate of 
times, and commending 
the 


{ 
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=. The times paſt : as1if the 


courſe of Events were 
not managed by the - 
ſame wiſe Providence 
now , which governed 
the world before. He 
doth not forbid men to 
enquire after the cauſe 
of publick ſufferings : 

For en is frequently 
elſewhere enjoined in 
Scripture, that upon the 
occaſion of any ſpecial 
judgment, we ſhould 
ſearch & try our hearts, 

conſider our ways, and 
our doings , labouring 
| to find out the cauſe of 
_ God's diſpleaſure, that 
we may accordingly 
meet him in his ways. 
F 2 But 
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But the meaning 1s, that 
we ſhould not take upon 
us the peremptory cen- 
ſure of times and diſpen- 
ſations, preſuming to 
condemn thoſe things 
which we cannot under- 
ſtand. 

2. The Reaſon. For 
thou doſt not enquire 
wiſely concerning this 
thing. That's a figura- 
tive expreſſion, ſtiled a 
Meiofis, when a phraſe 
ſignihes much more than. 
the naked words do im- 
port. The meaning 1s, 
Tis extream folly for 
men to take upon them 
the cenſure of Times 

and Providences, as if 
| they 
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they were competent 
Judges of ſuch matters. 
There are two places 
of Scripture that will 
make up a Syllogiſm to 

prove this Concluſion. 
He that judgeth of a 
matter before he hath en- 
quired into, and under- 
ſtands it, it is folly and 
ſhame unto him, Prov, 
13.13. But now, 1 doth 
not belong unto ws to know 
the times and the ſeaſons 
which the Father hath 
kept in his power, AQ.17. 
And therefore it muſt 
needs be: folly to take 
upon us the Magiſterial 
cenſure of ſuch things. 
Every day hath its pro- . 
C4 per : 
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Mat.6.34 Per evil, as well the for= 
mer as theſez andever | 
day hath irs proper ad. | 
vantage, as well theſe as 
tle former. The very 
dregs of time, if we en- 

Fph.5.16: deayour to make a right 

uſe of them, may be re= | 
deemed into opportu- | 
nity, 
There are two reaſons 
of mens offending 1n this 
kind: - | 
1. When they look | 
only upon ſome partics- 
lars, without the conli- 
deration of their proper 
end, or general frame. | 
Now tis true indeed, | 
that ſome particular E= {| 
vents, ſingly looked up- 
on, 
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on, may ſcem very pre- 
judicial; bat the whole 
contexture of aflairs in 
their co-operation, ſhall 
prove for the belt. AZ 
things ſhall work, toge- 
ther owngys for good to 
thoſe that love God,Rom. 


"G:. a; 


But now 'tis above 
our capacity to compre- 
hend the whole frame 
of things : And that is 
not diſorder 1n reſpeCt 
of the whole, which to 
us may appear fo, being 
compared with ſome 
particulars. You know, 
| that in the natural body 

the variety and " he: 
litude of parts, 1s r@ui- 
F 4 red 
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red tothe beauty of the 
whole; the roundneſs of 
the head. the length of 
the arm, the flatneſs of 
the hand; blackneſs in 
one part, and whiteneſs 


1n another; all theſe be- 


ing ſingly compared 
amonplt themſelves, 
though they may ſeem 
to- argue ſome oppolitt- 
on and deformity , yet 
look upon them as they 
ſtand in relation to the 
whole frame, and it will 
appear how in their ſe- 
veral ways they do each 
of them conduce to its 
comelineſs and order. 
Tf $* lower World had 
in no changes and 
varicties, 
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varieties, but were inall 


reſpeds alike, it would 
not then be ſo properly 
xiou@®, a beautiful 


World, as x«&, a Lump 


or Maſs. 


2. Another occaſion 
of mens offending ia 


this kind, 1s, whenthey 
will judg 'of Events ac- 


cording as they ſuit with 
their own wiſhes. And in : 


this.caſe, *cis impeſlible 


that every humor ſhould : 


be ſatisfied. becauſe par- 
ticular deſires { belides 
their-oppolition to: une 


another) will likewiſe - 


be inconliltent with the 


general delign. It would : 
ſeem better perhaps to + 
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every private man, if he. 


himſelt were a Magi- 
ſtrate, or aKingz and 
every common Soldier a 
Commander.or a Gene- 
ral. But how could this 
conſiſt with the exigen- 
cics of the Common- 
wealth, or an Army, 
where there muſt be de- 
grees, and diſproportion 
of places, according to 
the neceſſity of ſeveral 
employments? 'Tis fo 
in the government of 
this great Univerſe: 
That difference which 
there 1s betwixt particu- 
larthings and times,and 
perſons doth much con- 
9ceto tle beauty and 
CONVEe- 
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conveniency of the 
whole. 

*'Tis our ſafeſt way then 
to conclude, That all 
matters are for the beſt, 
beautiful in their times, 
though to us they ma 
{cem full of diſorder 
and contrariety, Thus 
the Apoſtle, in that re- 


markable place, Ro. 


11,33. ſpeaking con- 

ccrning the rejetion of 
the Jews, when God 
would caſt off and de- 
ſtroy his peculiar peo- 
ple.,and that for his own 
glury and advantagezhe 
concludes His judgments 
are unjearchable, and his 


w.ys paſt finding out: But 


of 


108 


' The Beauty 


— 


of him, and to him are all 
things : As if he ſhould 
have ſaid, God will do 
this ſtrange work; and 
though for my part [ 
know not the reafon of. 
it, His judgments are un- 


ſearchable, &c. yet lure 


I am, that of him and to 

him are all things; that 

Is, as the making of all 

things was of his power, 

ſo the reſolution of all 

things ſhall be zo his 
lory. 


Though b# judgments 


are as the great deep, for 


their obſcurity and un- 
meaſurablenefs, not to 
be fathomed by our 
ſhallow apprehenſions; 
yet 


TER 
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yet his righteouſneſs is 


as the firong mountains, 


for their eminency and 


ſtableneſs , p/al. 36. 6. 


Though clouds and dark- 


neſs may be round about 
him. yet righteouſneſs and 


Judgment are the habita- 


tion of his throne, Plal. 
97. 2. 

3. This may ſerve for yp ;. 
Exhortation , To per- For Ex- 
ſwade us unto theſe four *97t2tion. 
duties, 

I. Not to be too: haſty 
in our deſire or profecu- 
tionof any thing. 

2, Nor to trouble our 
ſelves with any ſolici- 
tous care about the ſuc- 
ceſs of things. 

3» To 
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3. Tobecqually pre- 
pared for all future E- 
vents. 

4. To behave our 
ſz]lves with carefulneſs 
and contentment in all 
conditions. 

I. Hence we learn, 
Not to be too haſty in 
our deſire or profecuti- 
of any thing. God belt 
knows the fitteſt ſeaſon 
tor every Event; we 
(hall have it when Its 


time 15 come; and before 


that, 'twould nut be 
beautiful : Like ſnow in 
Harveſt(as the Wiſe man 
ſpeaks) which though ir 
might poſhibly be ſome 
refreſhment to our parti» 
cular, 
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cular,yet would be a de- 
formity1n the courſe of 
Nature. 

There are ſome men 
whom the Prophet itiles 


of a haſty heart, 95762 Trandla- 
Iſa. 35.4. who are too ted Fear: 


heady and impatient in 
their hopes. And it isa 
weakneſs that ariſes 
from our infidelity and 
diſtruſt of Providence. 
For he that believeth,ma- 
keth no haſte. Chap. 28. 
t6. Tis God's uſual 
courſe to deter what he 
promiſes, thereby to 
exerciſe our faith.to put 
an edg on our delires, 
and a value upon the 
bleſiing. In natural at- 

fairs 


ful, 


a 
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fairs, we are fain'to ex- 


pe: the proper ſeafon 


and watwrity of things; 
the Husbandman will 
wait for bis Harveſt; he 
doth not expe& to ſow 
and reap both ina day- 
It ſhould be ſo likewiſe 
in other matters. And 
ſince that is: always the 
fitteſt time for every 
thing which God ap- 
points, it will become 
us then patiently to 


walt his leiſure, and not. 


with over-haſty deſires 
to run before him. 
Abraham was fain to 
tarry a long time for a 
Son, David for a King- 
Gm, and the whole 
World 
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World for Chriſt, He 
that rightly underſtands 
the worth of any bleſ- 
ſing, and his own want, 
cannot think much to 
wait for it. The poor 
man. at the Pool of Be- 
tbeſda, being ſenſible of 
his own lameneſs, was 
content to tarry there 
Thirty eight years in 
hopes of remedy. Sup- 
poſe a Promiſe were 
deferred to the utmoſt, 
yet do but compare the 
ſhortneſs of our lives 
with the duration of 
our fouls, and then no 
delay can feem tedious. 
Neqz enim eft aliquid in 
tam brevibus vite metis 
ita 


cw - DA— 


114 The Beauty 


ro ita ſerum , quod longum 
Conſole 4 expettare immortalis pu- 


ſcious to himſelf of his 
own immortality, can- 
not think any time long 
which 1s iy ay within 
the narrow bounds of 
life. 

Is there .then any 
mercy which thou ex- 
pecteſt? Do not over- 
ralhly haſten it with any 
indire& project, as if 
thou wert able to help 
the Providence of God 
with wiles and devices 
of thine own, Though 
it be long in coming, yet 
it will come at laſt; if 
cannot be more ſlow 

than 


tet animes. A Mmuancon- 
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than ſure, When Iſaac 
was laid upon the Al- 
tar, and bound for a Sa- 
crifice, and his Father's 
hand lift up for the fatal 
blow, yet then there 
came a reſcue from Hea- 
ven, which would not 
have beea ſo beautiful, 
if by any unlawful act 
It had been haſtned be- 
fore that time, either by 
Abraham's \ſparing his 
Son, or Jſaac's reſiſting 
_ his Father, 

Joſeph did undergo a 
tedious impriſonment in 
the Land of Fgypt; 'tis 
likely, being the Key- 
keeper , he might have 
taken his own time, and 
have 
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1 Sam. 24 
II.20.17- 


have ſcaped when he 
would ; but then he had 
loſt his preferment : 
whereas by tarrying 
God's leiſure, he was de- 
livered with advantage, 
ThoughDavid had been 
a long while anointed: 


_ to a Kingdom, yet be- 


cauſe he did not uſe any 
haſty means for the en- 
joying of it, therefore 
did Providence clear: 
the paſſage for him, and 
proſpered it to him af-. 
terwards. He might have 
killed Sax/ in the Cave, 
and Abyer too, when he 
found them (leeping;but 
then he had been over- 


haſty;'twere better they 
ſhould 
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ſhould fall by their Ene- 
mies. The Lord ſhall 
ſmite them when their 
day ſhall come to dye, 
1Sam. 26.10. And before 
that, *twould be but 
raſhneſs to attempt it. 
And ſo likewiſe when 
he ſtopt himſelf in his 
haſte after Nabaſl's lite, 
you know withinawhile 
after God took him 
away by his own imme- 
diate hand, and gave 
both his Wife and. E- 
ſtate to David. 

An over-forwardneſs 
| 4n the haſtening of our 
hopes, is the ready way 
to imbitter them unto 
us. Y ou know how much 
trouble 
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trouble and contention 
there grew from that 
haſty a&t of Sarah,when 
in her miſtruſt of the 
Promiſe. and fear of be- 
ing childleſs , ſhe muſt 
needs give Hagar to 4- 
braham. 

So likewiſe for J- 
cob's too much haſte in 
getting the bleſſing by 
a wrong means, you 
know it coſt him after- 
wards many dangers, 
and a tedious exile, 
Whereas if he had tar- 
ried longer, God would 
have brought it about 
tor him by a more eafie 
and beautiful way. 

God's time is the beſt; 
and 
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and he never fails his 
own ſeaſon: 7 the Lord 
will haſten it in its time, 
Ila. 60. 22. For us to 
meaſure the fitneſs of 
ſeaſons by our own 
weak apprehenſions, is 
not this to ſet the Sun 
by our Dial? we are too 
ſhore-fighted, apt toan- 
tedate the Promiſes. The 
Lord will ariſe, and have 
mercy upon Sion , when 
the time to favour her, 
yea, when the ſet-time is 
come, Plal. jo2.13. 

2. Hence we learn, Not 
to trouble our ſelves 
with any ſolicitous care 
about the ſucceſs of 
things. To ſerve Provi- 
dence 


? 


I 
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Ver. 9. 


dence in the uſual 


_ means, that is our work; 


but the i//ze and event of 
things, that's God's 
work, we have nothing 
todo init. That which 
1s-not under our power, 


ſhould not be under our 


care, If there be no» 
thiog at our diſpoſa],but 
that all Events do de- 
pend upon an higher 
Providence, *wwere but 
a vain thing than to bu- 
fie our ſelves with hopes 
and fears about them. 
Much of the diſquiet- 
neſs n—_ men in the 
world,ariſesfrom hence, 
That they buſie them- 
ſelves about God's 
work, 
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work, and negle& their 
Own. | 
Is there then an evz/ 


thou feareft ? why, 'tis 


not inthe power of any 
creature to hurt thee. 
Though men ſhould uſe 
plots and threats againſt 
thee, yet they -can do 
nothing. They ate to- 
gether, and counſelled 
againſt David, deviſing 
to take away his life, 
Pſal. 31. 13. But what 
was his comfort? why, 
faith he, v.15. My times 
are in thy hands, O Lord. 
He knew hat noill ſuc- 
ceſs towards him was in 
the power of others. 
Or 1s there an evil 
G thou 
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thou feeleſt? why. it 
comes from the hand of 
God. Be not then im- 
patient at the Inſtru- 
ment. *Tis but a child- 
ih curriſh thing to beat 
the rod or bite the [tone 
that hurt thee. David 
could quietly undergo 
the railing of Shimes, 
when once he had diſ- 
cerned 1n it the Provi- 
dence of God. 

Or is there 2 goed 
thou hopefs for 2 why, 
It is not within the reach 
of thy abilities. And 
therefore 'twere but in 
vain | to think thou 
couldſt command it by 


thine own endeavours. 
We 


vB © XA FP © a. a©« =@ ac oc 


OC O—_ 


of Providence. 


123 


We would count it a 
mad thing tor one that 
1s naturally low, to 
buſie himſelf in theſtu- 
dy and labour of grow- 
ing tall, becauſe this 1s 
not alterable by any 
thing in our power; 
fince mo man can add 
one cubit to bis ſtature. 
Why, *tis ſo in other 
thingslikewiſe;Goddoth 
aswell ſet bounds to our 
eftates,as to our ffaturers 
and of our ſelves we can 


as little add one penny 


to that, as one c#b7#t to 


| this. And therefore,ne- 


| ver let any one think 
| that hecan raiſe himſelf 
| as he pleaſes, and be the 
G 2 Maſter 
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Maſter. of his own For- 
tunes. Though he were 
furniſhed withthe great- 
eſt he]Jps and probabili- 
ties of advancement;yet 
: Eccle# 9. the batiel is not almays to 
11. the ſtrong, nor the race 
to the ſwift; neither 
bread to the wiſe, nor yet 
riches to men of under- 
ſtanding, nor yet favour 
to. men of Skill; but time 
and . chance happens to 
them all. That is,, there 
is a ſecret Providence, 
which doth fo unavoi- 
dably . diſpoſe of theſe 
Jower Events, that the 
likelieſt means we can 
uſe, cannot promiſe us 

-any. certain ſucceſs. 
They 


| 


- 
_—. 
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They that with a 
compafs-wiſdom will 
delay Events, that with 
fore-cafts and provilions 
will bind Providence; 
for the moſt part, are 
not only diſappointed 
in what they hoped for, 


but do meet with a curſe: 
See that' 
place, 72.50.11. Behold 


inſtead of it. 


all ye that kindle a fire, 


that compaſs your ſelves 
about with ſparks, walk 


in the light of your fire, 


and in the ſparks that. 
you have ' kindled; this 
ſhall you : have of my 
hands, you ſhall lhe down 


in ſorrow. 


3. Hence we learn to 


G 3 be 


—— 
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be equally prepared for 
all future. Events, not 
wiſhing for one more. 
than another. Whate- 
ver comes to paſs ſhall 
be beautiful, and there- 
fore ſhould be welcome. 
All things that befall us, 
ſhall lead us on to the 
ſame Journey's end, 
Happineſs. And there- 
fore we ſhould not tn 
aur expectation of fus- 
ture age ia 6. our 
ſelves in the delire of 
avy particular. ſucceſs; 
but with a Traveder's 
indifferency ( as Epide- 
tas ſpeaks in Arian )who 
when he comes to 


doubtful turnings, doth 
nut 


—— 
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not delire one way 
ſhould be true more 
than another. So ſhould 
we entertain every 
thing that we meet with 
1n our paſlage through 
this life 3 eſpecially ſince 
we are ſure that there is 


none of them but (if 


we belong to God)ſhall 
further us in that which 
1s our main buſineſs, our 
Journey to Happineſs. 
And therefore to be ve- 
ry folicitous about any 
particular ſucceſs, what 
is it but to limit and 
confine the power of 


God? nay, to prefer our: 


own policy before the 
wiſdom of Providencez 
G4 as 
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as if we alone were able 
to diſcern what would 
be the beſt iflue of 
things? Mark how the 
ſame Heathen beſpeaks 
ſuch a perſon:: Thou 
fooliſh man -(ſaitb he ) 
doſt thou not deſire 
that which will be 
moſt convenient for 


* thee? And can there 


be any thing better than 
what God appoints ? 
Ti Td 370y 6H g00 Sinpheiper 73 
xpiThy, Taggyns Toy gUCunor 
Wherefore by ſuch im- 
moderate and eager de- 
fires, thou doſt as much 
as in thee lies to corrupt 
thy Judg, and ſeduce 
thy Counſcllor. 

The 
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The Stoicks have ma-- 
ny excellent paflages to 
this purpoſe : Nzmrquan 
apientem penitentia | 
ſubit (laith Seneca) quia oy 
nibil melins illo tempore © _ 
fieri potnit quam quod 
faGum eft. A'wile man 
is never troubled at any 
croſs Event-;z he knows - 
nothing: could have 
been better than it is. 
Omnia illi fſuccedunt, 
nibil preter opinionene ' 
| accidit. All things are 
| ſuccesful to him, he- is - 
diſappointed - in-+ no+- 
thing, becauſe indiffer- - 
ent to every: thing. . 
W hilſt others are tofled 
up and-down betwixt : 
X G > hopes 5 
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Y hopesand fears, his mind 


1s eſtabliſhed. 

Now it meer Aeaſor 
could advance Heather 
men to ſuch reſolutions, 
much more 4nen ſhould 
a Chriſtian's Faith inthe 
Providence of God, 
with thoſe many Pro- 
miles wherein he hath 
an intereſt, raiſe his mind 
to this Heroick temper, 
and makehim bend bum- 
felt with a fubmillive 
compliance unto every 
condition, 


_ Obj. But what then, 
may not « man ( nay, 
ſhould he not ) be wery 


earneif in his deſires 
and. 


_ reared ery oanooo then echo 
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and prayers, for ſome 
particular deliverance or 


bleſſing £ 


I anſwer, Yes. But &9,' 
' 1n all zemporal matters, 


it muſt be (till with a 


- tacit ſubmiſſion to the 


will oft God, who knows : 


better what is fit for us, 


than we our ſelves. See 


the example of David : 
to this purpole, I Sam. 


15.25. He was there 
put to a | very great 


exigence, his fon Abſo- 


lom had ſuddenly raiſed 


a great Army againſt : 


him, inſomuch as he was - 
fainto flye for: his life: . 


T here were lome'of the 


Prieſts: 5 


CT 
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Prieſts adhered 'to him; 
and- followed him with 
the Ark ; but he, upon 
{crious thoughts, deſires 
them to return again : 
For (faith he) if 7 ſhall 
find favour in the eyes 
of the Lord, he will bring 
me again, and ſhew me 
both it. and bis habit ati- 
, On. But if he thus ſay 
 #vlo we, Fhave no de- 
light in thee; bebold, 
here I am, let hims do to 
me 4s ſeemeth good unto 
him. Here's no deep 
anxiety-or zſtuation-of 
ſpiric,no bitter exclaim- 
ingagainſt hisunnatural 
Son, and diſloyal Sub- 
jects;but a quiet ſuccum- 
bency, 


—_——— ————— —_ 
”" 
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bency, an indifferent 
compoſure of mind, 
which reſolves to--be 
content tn every cons 
dition. He puts the cafe 
both ways, and 1s pro- 
vided for either. If it 
prove after ts manner, 
why then {o-;3 If other- 
wiſe, then thus. So true 
is that commonEmblem, 
That every wiſe man is 
a Cube or Dye, not to be 
flung from his bottom: 
Let- him © be. caſt--any 
way; he {til lights upon 
his right baſfs'3 whate- 
ver -his- condition ma 

be, Si fra&us i/abatur 
orbis, yet his mind is (till 
calm and _peaceable. 


Obj; 


— 
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Obj. But would you- 
have a man turn Stoick? 
ſhould he not be troubled 
at the affliFions that be- 
fall bime. 


Sol. I anſwer: Yes: 
he muſt be ſenfible of 
his ſufferings, and con- 
{cquently - cannot but 
grieve under them,eſpe- 
ctally fo far as his own 
ſin and neglect hath oc- 
tioned them, But then it 
ſhould be his care to 
quiet his heart from im- 
moderate trouble, by 
the conſideration of 


that wile Providence, - 
who doth diſpoſe of all 
for the beſt. 


4.Laſts: 
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4+ Laſtly, Hence we 
learn, To. behave our 
ſelves with obeerfulneſs 
and. contentment under 
all thoſe conditions 
which the Providence 
of God ſhall think fit- 
te(t for us. Tis the Wile 


man's own 


inference 


from the Text in the 
Verſes immediately af- 
ter it : There is nothing 
better, than for a man to 
rejoyce,and do good in his 
life ; that he ſhould eat 
and drink , and enjoy the 
good of his laboyr. For 


if every thing 


be beſt Zquum 


eft ut hos 


which God appoints, we 


VEnt, 


V. 12> I'3» 


mini pla- 
have no reaſon then to ceat, quic- 


be troubled at: any Þ- golf ae 
00s 


"_ 


as 
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vent. What though it it 
do crofs'our deſires, yet 
'twould not have been 
ſowell, if it had been 
otherwiſe. Things can» 
not: be better wth us. 
than they are. David. 
thought it a hard caſe, 
that bis Child by Bath- 
fſorba mult'dye. But did 
he loſe any thing by 1t? - 
Was it not better for 
him to have ſuch a legi- 
timate Heir as Solomon 
was? We are bur ill 
Contrivers of our own 
welfare, and therefore 
ſhould wichout mure 
—_—_— ourſelves 
and affairs to the. go» 
Vernment. of . Provi- 
dence. . 
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deuce. What though 


that do ſtraiten us inour 
deſires? you are content 
tolet the Phyſician barr 
you of many things,be- 
cauſe he hath caſt your 
water, felt your pullſe. 
Conſider then, doth it 
not as much concern us 
to provide for theſalva- 
tion of our ſouls, as the 
health of our bodies? 
or doth not God under- 
ſtand this, as well as the 
Phyſician that? whatrea- 
fon have we then to re- 


pine at hts proceedings? 


He was a Wiſe Son in 
Platarch, who being 
told by a friend, That 
his Father would dil- tn- 

| herit 


———— 
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herit him, anſwered. Nox 


faciet niſs faciendum: He 


will do nothing but 
what he ſhould. Thus 
ſhould a Chriſtian wil- 


lingly reſign up bimſelf 


itn every condition, to 
the diſpoſal of Provi- 
dence. 

Do but apply this 
Conſideration  accor- 
ding to the ſeveral oc- 
calions of your lives. 
When your hearts are 
at any times amazed or 
dejected with the 
thought of the publike 
contulionsz remember, 
that Gad (its in Heaven, 
obſerving and order- 


ing all theſe inferior 


mo- 


of Providence. 


motions for the belt. 

And ſo tooin the caſe 
of particular ſufferings, 
'tis likely that there is 
not any amongſt you, 
but hath ſome kind of 
private trouble and 
grievance to which he 
1s mare eſpecially expo- 
ſed; either weakneſs of 
body, or too narrow a 
fortune, loſles in your 
eſtates, diſappointment 
in your hopes, unhappy 
relations, or the like. 
And thele things, as we 
are mer, cannot chuſe 
but grate upon our ſpi- 
rits with ſome kind of 
harſhneſs and diſcon- 
tent. But now, as belies 
vers, 


— 
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vers, we havea remedy” 
againſt them. For con- 
{1der;, there 1s: nothing, 
befalls us by chance. All 
things are ordered by 
the deliberate counſel &- 
fore-knowledg of God. 
He is as exaQly careful 
of every one of us, as 
if he had nothing elſe 
to look after. Do not' 
think that - any trouble - 
befalls you , becauſe he- 
doth nor regard; for his 
Care and Providence 
doth extend to all: 
things: nor becauſe he- 
cannot help; for He 1s 
Almighty : :nor becauſe. 
he will not; for: He is 
equally infinite 10 = 

is- 
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his Attributes : But be- 
cauſe his wiſdow hads 
that condition to be fit- 
teſt 'for thee; there is 
ſomething amiſs which 
ſhould be mended. 
When the ſuperfluous 
humour 1s correCted,the 
Phyſical Potion ſhall be 
taken away. And tis 
not reaſonable toexpet 
_ Phyfick and Health 
both together. When 
the wound is healed, 
the fmarting-plaiſter 
ſhall be removed. And 
thou mayeſt confidently 
 :fay with David, Pal. 
\ 119.75. I krow O Lord, 
that thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in 
Faiths 
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fonyuny beſt affli&ed 


-" Row happy might : 
we be, if wecould fet= | 
tle our hearts upon theſe 
Confiderations ? 


— 
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